Dear members and friends,

The 4th annual Hispanic Achievement Conference was held several weeks ago on North Carolina State University’s campus.  At the conference, the North Carolina Society of Hispanic Professionals (NCSHP) promoted education among Hispanic youth by providing those who greatly influence their futures with strategies and tips on how to help and better understand them.

More than 400 participants were in attendance, including school administrators, principals, teachers, counselors, social workers, migrant recruiters, college faculty, non-profit organizations, and community leaders as well as both Hispanic and non-Hispanic professionals from over 50 counties across the state.  Many of the participants came for the first time, while others had been in the past and were excited to be back.  This year’s Hispanic Achievement Conference proved to be both a great success and a grand celebration of leadership and education.  

  

The Hispanic Achievement Conference, hosted and co-sponsored by the North Carolina State University, featured a wide array of motivational speakers, educational presentations and informative educational exhibitions for all in attendance.  Participants of the conference were treated to two thought-provoking keynote presentations: “Effective Programs for English Language Learners: Cuidado con el Research!”, by Ms. Tery J. Medina, Associate Director for The Southeastern Equity Center in Ft. Lauderdale, FL, and “Becoming School Kids or Street Kids: The Socio-Psychological Effects of Schooling”, by Dr. Nilda Flores-Gonzalez, Associate Professor of Sociology and Latin American and Latino Studies at the University of Illinois at Chicago.  

Participants agreed that Tery J. Medina delivered “Very practical information and an awesome reminder of the task at hand for educators.” Comments from participants included: “She really knows what she’s talking about.”  “She made me remember the reason I became a teacher!” Dr. Nilda Flores-Gonzalez presented a “Good summary of urban school and public education issues for Latinos.”  The crowd commented, “Great insights into issues our students face everyday.”  

The other speakers spoke about a wide range of topics including: dual language programs, DPI updates, parental involvement, online resources, gang culture, fluency instruction, Mexico’s educational system, college access, SIOP, what it’s like to be a Hispanic high school student in US schools, as well as many others.  All of our speakers received very positive comments including: “Funny and extremely knowledgeable - also very personable!”, “Lots of new ideas to take back.  Perhaps our county could use a course like this!,” “One of the best presentations I’ve been to in 30 years!”, “Great!  One hour not enough!”, “Great tips!”, “Very practical.  Ideas I can begin using Monday,” and “Excellent incentive for Hispanic students to aspire to a higher education!”
A very unique presentation included a panel of students from Broughton High School who allowed participants to get the insiders’ view on what it’s like to be a Hispanic student in US schools.  This section was a favorite among conference participants who mentioned, “I liked the fact that these kids are still in school and are still going through the rough and painful experience,” “This was the most powerful workshop I’ve been to in a long time,” “The students did an outstanding job, very honest and touching,” “Excellent presentation!  I had to keep from crying!  I wish more people could hear stories like these.”
While planning this year’s Hispanic Achievement Conference, the North Carolina Society of Hispanic Professionals enlisted the help of statewide sponsors, exhibitors, and community members.  The support of both the local Hispanic community and the educational community at large was clearly present at the conference.  

The NCSHP expresses its sincerest appreciation to the NC Department of Public Instruction for their continued partnership and support as well as to North Carolina State University for hosting our 4th annual Hispanic Achievement Conference.  We would also like to thank our extraordinary sponsors: Nationwide Foundation, Nationwide Insurance, SunTrust, Progress Energy, BB&T and Food Lion, for allowing this exceptional event to take place.  

The success of the 4th annual Hispanic Achievement Conference would not have been possible without the dedicated and unyielding help of our volunteers and facilitators who helped make the conference run smoothly and efficiently.  The North Carolina Society of Hispanic Professionals would like to thank you all for your great attitudes and dedication to promoting education among Hispanic youth.

"...No doubt that education is the key to success, no doubt that with education the future of Hispanic youth in North Carolina will be brighter," said Marco A. Zárate, President and Co-founder of the NCSHP.  "...At the NCSHP, we believe we have a moral responsibility to help our Hispanic children to realize their dreams, including the dream of getting an education...”
For many conference participants, understanding more about the children over whom they have such a powerful influence was made into more of a reality by the efforts of the North Carolina Society of Hispanic Professionals, its supporters, and the educational community at large.

For a PDF version with pictures please visit our webpage at www.thencshp.org.

.

We hope you join us again next year for the 5th annual Hispanic Achievement Conference on October 19th!
Sincerely,

Whitney Woodyard

Director of Programs

North Carolina Society of Hispanic Professionals

“Promoting Education among Hispanic Youth”






