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PRESS RELEASE

TIME SENSITIVE NEWS RELEASE

For more information contact:

Marco A. Zárate, (919) 461-1342

“STAY IN SCHOOL” CAMPAIGN TO INFORM AND REMIND HISPANIC STUDENTS AND THEIR PARENTS ABOUT THE IMPORTANCE OF EDUCATION 

LAUNCHING CEREMONY – WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 4 AT 6:00 PM AT EXPLORIS MUSEUM 

Raleigh, NC, August, 2002 -- The North Carolina Society of Hispanic Professionals (NCSHP) is proud to announce the launching ceremony of its campaign “Stay in School” to be held on Wednesday, September 4, 2002 from 6:00 PM to 7:30 PM at Exploris Museum in Raleigh, NC. This campaign, sponsored by Nationwide Insurance and supported by the North Carolina Department of Public Instruction, has been planned in an effort to (1) inform and remind Hispanic students and their parents about the importance of staying in school, finishing high school, and continuing with their education for as many years as possible, (2) provide information about services and opportunities available for them within the public school system, (3) decrease the high school dropout rate for Hispanic students in North Carolina, and (4) build self-esteem and confidence among Hispanic students. 

The “Stay in School” campaign is sponsored by a grant from the Nationwide Foundation and Nationwide Insurance - North Carolina Operations.  
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The first period of the “Stay in School” campaign will run during Hispanic Heritage month (September 15 – October 15) and will be covered by local Spanish newspapers, local Spanish radio stations, and local cable TV Hispanic programs. Also, a campaign poster and a booklet regarding the importance of education will be distributed at selected middle and high schools within the North Carolina public school system. 

 

Marco Zarate, president of the North Carolina Society of Hispanic Professionals (NCSHP), said that his organization believes that a campaign of this nature is necessary to convince Hispanic students and parents of the importance of staying in school, not dropping out, and pursuing a higher education. Also, Mr. Zarate said that NCSHP believes that Hispanic professionals have the moral responsibility to help our Hispanic children to realize their dreams, including the dream of getting an education. 

Mr. Dave Gettles, Vice President of Nationwide Insurance in North Carolina stated that his company is proud to partner and support the North Carolina Society of Hispanic Professionals in this noble endeavor. “Our partnership with NCSHP is another demonstration of our commitment to reach diverse population and be actively involved in the communities where we do business. Our involvement is all a part of a company-wide attitude of contributing to educational excellence and building strategic partnership,” Gettles said.   

 

For more information about the campaign launching ceremony, please contact us by e-mail at mailbox@TheNCSHP.org.

The number one insurance provider in North Carolina, Nationwide Insurance is headquartered in Columbus, Ohio and is one of the country’s largest insurance and financial service organizations. Nationwide offers a broad range of personal and commercial insurance and retirement-savings products. Nationwide, which includes the country's seventh-largest property/casualty insurance group based on premium and the seventh-largest life insurance company based on assets, is ranked No. 136 on the Fortune 500. Its web site is www.nationwide.com.

The North Carolina Society of Hispanic Professionals is a 501(c)(3) statewide non-profit organization, founded in February 1999, to enhance the integration and cooperation among the Hispanic professionals of North Carolina and concerned individuals and organizations to promote the education of Hispanic students at all levels in North Carolina.
