Raleigh, NC, February 21, 2003

At the 4th annual Hispanic Educational Summit, held this past Friday, February 21st on the campus of North Carolina State University, the North Carolina Society of[image: image1.jpg]


 Hispanic Professionals (NCSHP) promoted and disseminated information on the benefits of formal and higher education among the Hispanic youth of North Carolina. 

With close to 950 participants, including more than 650 students from 7th through 12th grade, their teachers, school administrators, parents, community leaders,and Hispanic and non-Hispanic professionals, the Summit proved to be both a tremendous success and a grand celebration of youth and education.  The annual Hispanic Educational Summit is the largest Hispanic Youth gathering in the state. A total of 26 public school systems, and more than 70 schools across the state were represented at the summit.
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The Summit, hosted and co-sponsored by the North Carolina State University in its second year, featured a wide array of motivational speakers, educational presentations and informative educational exhibitions for all in attendance.  Participants were also treated to two powerful keynote presentations by the Treasurer of the United States, Rosario Marin, as well as renown world scientist Dr. Eloy Rodriguez from Cornell University.   Teachers and students alike voiced great sentiments of praise and admiration for these two keynote speakers.  “She (Treasurer Rosario Marin) gave me great hope,” one young student commented after the morning’s opening ceremonies.  
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Planning the Summit since this past summer, the North Carolina Society of Hispanic Professonials, enlisted the help of statewide sponsors, exhibitors, and community members.  The support of both the local Hispanic community and the educational community at large was clearly present at the Educational Summit this past Friday.

"...No doubt that education is the key to success, no doubt that with education the future of Hispanic youth in North Carolina will be brighter."...said Marco A. Zárate, President and Co-founder of NCSHP.  "...At NCSHP, we believe we have a moral responsibility to help our Hispanic children to realize their dreams, including the dream of getting an education"...

For many Hispanic students in the area, the dream of getting an education and opportunity was made into more of a reality by the efforts of the North Carolina Society of Hispanic Professionals, its supporters, and the educational community at large.
.

