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2006 HISPANIC ACHIEVEMENT CONFERENCE “CROSSING THE BRIDGE TOGETHER” EMPOWERING EDUCATION LEADERS AND TEACHERS WITH A BETTER KNOWLEDGE OF THE HISPANIC STUDENT POPULATION AND THEIR EDUCATIONAL PERFORMANCE.
Raleigh, NC, September 2006 – The North Carolina Society of Hispanic Professionals (NCSHP) is proud to announce its 2006 Hispanic Achievement Conference “Crossing the Bridge Together” to be held on Friday, October 20 from 7:45 AM to 4:00 PM at the North Carolina State University’s McKimmon Center in Raleigh, NC.  The conference, presented by NCSHP, in partnership with the NC Department of Public Instruction (NCDPI), was planned in an effort to empower education leaders, teachers, counselors, social workers, and community leaders with a better knowledge of the Hispanic student population and the factors that interfere with their educational performance. Participants will also learn methods and practices that help Hispanic students overcome barriers to academic success and promote their involvement in school life.  The conference will be preceded by a Pre-Conference Workshop titled, “Reading Connections for English Language Learners” on Thursday, October 19 from 8:30 AM to 3:30 PM.  The workshop will be conducted by Carolyn W. Patton, Coordinating Literacy Teacher on Wake County’s Literacy Team, based within Curriculum and Instruction.
 

More than 450 participants from school systems/districts across North Carolina are expected to attend the conference.

 
The conference will feature: Tery J. Medina, Associate Director for Southeast Equity Center.  Ms. Medina has a wide range of practical, classroom-based experience, and has taught courses ranging from ESL Methodology, to Curriculum Development, and Cross-Cultural Issues.  She has also provided training and technical assistance to numerous state departments of education and local education agencies in the areas of Second Language Acquisition, Equal/Equitable Education, and Parental Involvement, among others.  Since her arrival as a Cuban refugee, Ms. Medina has dedicated much of her life to building bridges across cultural differences toward respect and understanding; and Nilda Flores-Gonzalez, Associate Professor of Sociology and Latin American and Latino Studies at the University of Illinois at Chicago.  Ms. Nilda Flores-Gonzalez studies race and ethnicity, identity, youth, education and U.S. Latinos.    Her book, "School Kids, Street Kids: Identity Development in Latino Students" (2002) focuses on how kids construct identities in relation to school, how the school and its practices shape these identities, and how these identities influence educational outcomes. Her publications are included in journals such as International Journal of Qualitative Studies in Education and the Latino Studies Journal among others.
In addition, more than 30 local successful practitioners will talk about educational issues including ESL programs, bilingual education, parental involvement, and linguistically/culturally diverse populations as a positive resource.  

“We hope that this conference will strengthen partnerships and build additional bridges where needed as we seek ways to do a better job of reaching and teaching Hispanic youth.  There is no greater mission that to prepare young people to be competitive in the 21st century” said June Atkinson, State Superintendent of Public Instruction.

For more information about our conference, please visit our website at www.TheNCSHP.org/conference2006 or contact us by e-mail at mailbox@TheNCSHP.org
 

The Hispanic Achievement Conference 2006 is sponsored by Nationwide Foundation, Nationwide Insurance, SunTrust Bank, Progress Energy, BB&T, and Coca-Cola Consolidated. 

 

The North Carolina Society of Hispanic Professionals is a 501(c)(3) statewide non-profit organization, founded in February 1999, to enhance the integration and cooperation among the Hispanic professionals of North Carolina and concerned individuals (Hispanic, non-Hispanic, professionals, and non-professionals) and organizations to promote the education of Hispanic students at all levels in North Carolina.
