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RALEIGH -- Many Hispanic students in North Carolina find themselves fighting stereotypes. But Hispanic students at the 8th annual Hispanic Educational Summit are celebrating education success.

"I want to finish my degree in business administration and probably in a few years have my own business," high school senior Maday Blanco said.

That dream is not a reality for many Hispanics in North Carolina. Recent numbers show the dropout rate is nearly twice as high as whites and significantly higher than the state average.

Students face language and cultural barriers. A recent survey by the Society of Hispanic Professionals show they also fear stereotypes.

"Very surprising to us, one of the highest responses was that they feel one of the dangers was discrimination," Society President Marco Zarate said.

Some students say news reports about illegal immigration make the situation even worse.

"Whenever you talk to a new person and they are not from my heritage, I have to make sure they are okay with Hispanics because you hear in the news lately a lot of immigrants are getting into car wrecks," community college student Isai Porras said.

Yasmin Davidds is a nationally known Hispanic author and speaker from California. She says racism holds back these students as much as any language barrier.

"The key is they don't want to understand us because they don't feel like they need to understand us," Davidds said. "We're from another country, go back. I think they're hurting themselves in the long run because they are avoiding something that's going to happen whether they like it or not and that is we're here to stay."

Educators, professionals, and the students themselves say education is the best way to overcome any potential racism.

"You can't build a foundation without an education these days," Davidds added. "You'll be making minimum wage and you can't live that way anymore."

The Hispanic Education Summit is sponsored by the North Carolina Society of Hispanic Professionals.
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